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Miss Jane Bancroft, far eight years past Dean 
of the Woman's College and Professor of the 
French Language and Literature in the North- 
western University at Evanston, 111., was ap- 
pointed Fellow for History in Bryn Mawr 
College, Pa., at the end of last year (1885). 
Miss Bancroft is a graduate (1877) of the Uni- 
versity of Syracuse, Department of Science 
(Ph. B.), where she also received the Master's 
degree three years later and the degree of 
Ph. D. in 1884. For the latter, she presented 
a thesis on "The Parliaments of Paris and the 
other Parliaments of France." 

Miss Rena A. Michaels was called to the 
Northwestern University to fill the position 
vacated by the resignation of Miss Bancroft. 
Miss Michaels is also a graduate (1874) of Syra- 
cuse University, where she entered upon a 
post-graduate course of study in History and 
Modern Languages, and took the Master's de- 
gree in 1878. In 1880, she received the Doc- 
tor's degree and took charge immediately 
thereafter of the Department of Modern Langu- 
ages in the Upper Iowa University. Here she 
remained two years, when she accepted a call 
to the Professorship of Modern Languages at 
Albion College (Michigan). In 1885, being in- 
vited to become Professor of Spanish and Ita- 
lian at De Pauw University (Indiana), she 
accepted, and continued there till the call to 
enter upon her present duties at the beginning 
of this year (1886). 

George A. Harter was appointed at the 
opening of the present academic year to the 
Chair of Mathematics and Modern Languages 
in Delaware College, at Newark, Del. Prof. 
Harter is a graduate (1878) of St. John's 
College, Annapolis, Md., and upon graduation 
was made Tutor in Mathematics in this institu- 
tion, which place he held for two years, having 
taken, meanwhile, under Prof. J. M. Garnett 
(now of the University of Virginia) a post- 
graduate course in Anglo-Saxon and Early 
English. For the degree of Master of Arts he 
presented a thesis on "The Origin, History 
and Development of the Relative Pronoun in 
English." Henext passed to the principalship 
of the Hagerstown (Md.) High School, where 
he remained till he was called to his present 
position. 



Prof. P.J. Cosijn (University of Leiden, Hol- 
land ) is now seeing through the press the Se- 
cond Part (Flexionslehre) of his Altwestsach- 
sische Gratnmatik. The concluding portion of 
the First Part ( Die tonlosen vocale undconson- 
anten) is not yet prepared, but may also be 
expected in the course of the present year. 
Those who understand the excellence of Prof. 
Cosijn's work in Anglo-Saxon, will be gratified 
to know that this special Grammar is to be fol- 
lowed by one in which the language in its en- 
tire scope of dialectal variety will be clearly 
treated and abundantly illustrated. 

Prof. W. S. Currell ( Hampden- Sidney Col- 
lege, Va.) is preparing for the Library of An- 
glo-Saxon Poetry ( Ginn & Co.), an edition of 
the Phoenix, based on the texts of Grein and 
Thorpe, and the MS. collation of J. Schipper. 
The Carmen de Phenice, ascribed to Lactan- 
tius, will accompany the Anglo-Saxon text. 
This edition will contain a brief discussion of 
the Phcenix myth and of the authorship of the 
poem, a bibliography, critical and explanatory 
notes, and a glossarial index with etymological 
features. It will be ready for publication in the 
summer. 



OBITUAR V. 
Jos. Victor von Scheffel, one of the most cele- 
brated and influential of contemporary Ger- 
man poets, died suddenly on the 10th of April, 
after a long illness. Much of the interest 
that prevails among the educated of Germany 
for German antiquity and Germanistic studies 
is due to him. His excellent representations 
of the tenth, twelfth, and seventeenth centuries 
( Trompeter von Sakkingen, Ekkehard, Junipe- 
rus, Frau Aventiure), are based upon, dili- 
gent research, are realistic and free from all 
sickly Romanticism, and have made him the 
originator of the modern historical novel of Ger- 
many . Equally great as a lyric poet, some of his 
songs have become very popular. He may justly 
be called the poet of German student life, and no 
•'Commersbuch " can be imagined without the 
joyful, humorous songs from his "Gaudeamus," 
which will be sung as long as "die alte 
Burschenherrlichkeit " exists in German uni- 
versities. Scheffel was not a poetic genius of 
the highest order, but Germany loses in him a 
poet whose place cannot be taken by any one 
of his numerous imitators. 
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